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Thursday, December 20th 

Agenda 

• Elaine Scott from City of Alexandria 
o Gave a presentation on “Overview of Alexandria City Government and how it works". 

 
o  The Alexandria City Academy is a nine-week course that provides residents with the 

opportunity to learn about City government through first-hand experience with a wide 
range of government functions, services, activities and issues. 

 
o City Academy participants will learn about the many responsibilities and functions of 

the City Government, the relationships between City Departments and the community, 
and how services are provided. The Academy's goal is to educate the public and 
increase awareness about what their local government does for them, provide an 
inside look into government operations, and develop a better understanding of their 
role in city government. This program will also prepare individuals for public service on 
a board, commission or task force or other involvement in the City's governance. 

 
o Classes meet every Thursday evening from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. and are held twice a 

year, one in the Fall and the other in the Spring. The Spring 2019 curriculum will start 
on Thursday March 14th. 
 

• Gustavo Samayoa - ACPS Dual Language Coordinator 
o Gave a presentation on“Understanding the Dual Language Immersion Program at 

John Adams”. 
 
o The Dual Language program in ACPS is designed for families who would like their 

children to learn another language while receiving the same high-quality academic 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/CityAcademy
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/dual-language


curriculum as students throughout the division. ACPS offers K-5 Spanish-English two-
way dual language programs at John Adams Elementary School and Mount Vernon 
Community School. 

 
o Dual Language programs are a form of enrichment education based on over forty 

years of research showing the advantages of learning a second language through 
academic content instruction. The Spanish-English two-way immersion form of dual 
language is characterized as follows: 

 
 - Approximately half of students are from Spanish-speaking homes and half from 

homes in which English (or another language) is spoken. 
 
 - Instruction integrates literacy and academic content knowledge in both languages. 
 

- Curriculum focuses on challenging, age-appropriate academic skills and knowledge 
aligned to high standards for all students. 
 

o In keeping with the vision of ACPS, the Dual Language Program aims to become an 
international model of excellence in two-way immersion education. The mission of the 
Dual Language Program is to provide an enriched bilingual, biliterate, and culturally 
competent educational experience for all students. 
 

o The goals of the program are for students to: 
- listen, speak, read and write in two (or more) languages. 
- attain high levels of academic and social-emotional competence. 
- become lifelong cross-cultural learners and critical thinkers. 
 

• Ms. Canton Principal’s Note 
o  

• PTA Updates 
o Next PTA meeting will be January 17th and our Guest Speaker will be Dr. Panitz who 

will be here to discuss how to manage challenging behavior. 
   


